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printed in full in this number. Under its provisions it is possible 
for even a few men interested in local history, continuing that 
interest for a period of only five years, in which time it will nat- 
urally enlarge, to receive permanent quarters for meetings and 
for the preservation and exhibition of books and other objects of 
historical interest. At Newcastle a fine old residence has been 
bought and a valuable collection of books and relics brought to- 
gether. The collection is especially complete in the field of 
pioneer tools and implements. With a little more search and 
careful repair of machinery now on hand, which ought to be done 
at once, the society would have a very adequate apparatus for 
illustrating pioneer industry, from the raising of flax and hemp 
to the production of cloth. A fine specimen of early looms be- 
longing to the society, formerly belonging to William Dawson, 
of Spiceland, would in itself make a good nucleus for such a col- 
lection. 

We commend the success of the Henry County Historical So- 
ciety in its collection and in its annual meetings, largely attended 
and interesting as they are, as an object-lesson to all who are in- 
terested in Indiana history. 



NOTES. 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The second annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association was held in St. Louis, June 17-19 of this year. The 
program, as announced, was taken up by addresses and papers on 
a great variety of themes, including the Ethnology of the Missis- 
sippi Valley, Physiography and History, Archaeology of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, "The Second Missouri Compromise," Coronado, 
the British Attack on St. Louis in 1780. One afternoon was 
given over to a conference of historical societies. 
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history section of the indiana state teachers' association. 

The 1909 meeting of the History Section of the Indiana State 
Teachers' Association was held April 30 and May 1, at the Clay- 
pool Hotel in Indianapolis. The change of time from the Christ- 
mas vacation during the State Teachers' Association meetings to 
the separate date in the spring proved agreeable to all who at- 
tended the meeting, and, so far as could be ascertained, few who 
were interested were prevented from being present by the change. 
The program consisted for the most part in discussion of methods 
of teaching history and the arrangement of the history course in 
grade and high schools. Some criticism of the scheme of the 
history course now used in the State was heard, but no change 
proposed proved at all satisfactory to those speaking. All seemed 
agreed in the feeling that a four-year course ought to be provided 
in the high schools, but this was shown to be impossible in most 
cases. The most interesting part of the program to others than 
teachers was the address of Mr. Addison C. Harris on "The For- 
eign Service of the United States," and the paper of Mr. John H. 
Holliday on "Indianapolis in the Civil War," both given on Fri- 
day evening. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Har- 
low Lindley, Richmond, president; J. Walter Dunn, Indianapolis, 
vice-president ; Miss Herriott Palmer, Franklin, C. W. Knouff, 
Richmond, and Oscar H. Williams, Bloomington, executive com- 
mittee. 

HENRY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING. 

This society held its twenty-second annual meeting at the His- 
torical Building in Newcastle, on South Fourteenth street, Thurs- 
day, April 29. The attendance was large and the program carried 
out with only a few changes from the printed announcements. 
Two papers presented at the meeting and an editorial comment 
on the meeting are printed in this number of the magazine. 

The election of officers resulted in the following selections for 
the coming year: President, Adolph Rogers; vice-presidents, 
Elias Ratcliff, Rev. Fred Thornburg and Mrs. Ross Pickering; 
secretary, John Thornburg; financial secretary, Loring Williams. 
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The trustees for the next year are E. H. Bundy, B. F. Koons and 
H. W. Charles. 

HISTORICAL PAGEANTS. 

Miss Charity Dye, of the Shortridge High School faculty, has 
given much time this year to working up historical pageants writ- 
ten and given by members of her English classes. While pri- 
marily intended as exercises in English, it is obvious that they 
involve much work in history, so much so that the head of the 
department of history in the same school testifies that some of the 
best work in history during the year was accomplished by stu- 
dents in tasks involved in the preparation of these pageants. 

The culmination of the work was the presentation by the stu- 
dents of a public Indiana Pageant depicting "Community Life at 
New Harmony," given at Caleb Mills Hall, Thursday afternoon. 
May 20. The program included stereopticon views of New Har- 
mony and its people, scenes from the Rappite community, and the 
representation of an Owenite men's meeting, the New Harmony 
Woman's Club (the first woman's club in America, founded in 
1859), and a social evening at the New Harmony Club-House. A 
large and intensely interested audience attended the pageant. 
Miss Dye's pioneer work has proved very successful from every 
point of view, and her example ought to be followed throughout 
the State. This sort of work, while it may easily be overdone and 
absorb too much of the students' time, embodies elements which 
can scarcely be developed by other methods, and which, judi- 
ciously guided, have proved most effective in the literary and 
historical training of students. 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

TIPPECANOE BATTLEFIELD MONUMENT. 

[Compiled by Alva O. Reser, published by the Tippecanoe Battle- 
field Monument Commission, 1909.] 

Through the efforts of many prominent citizens, and with the 
help of appropriations from the State of Indiana, an appropriate 



